Buckle on a Fashion Statement!
Belt buckles have evolved over thousands of years.  They were originally made of antler or bone to hold two ends of leather together in Rome and China.  Later, Romans shaped buckles out of wrought iron at the blacksmith’s shop.  Iron was followed by bronze, brass, silver, nickel over-layed with silver and pewter.  

Like cowboy boots, many changes started coming around the time of the Civil War.  Navajo buckle-makers used silver and decorated them with turquoise stones.  Indian jewellery-making evolved from this to the traditional silver pieces we enjoy today.  Cowboys began wearing the traditional Western looking buckles, replacing their suspenders.  Trophy buckles became popular for rodeo and cutting events, sporting a flat surface where names can be engraved within the design.  

When “Westerns” came to the big screens, a fashion statement was born.  Belt buckle options have exploded to include themes of horses, eagles, wildlife, patriotism, brands, and almost anything else you can think of.  Many of the Western style buckles have rope edging or stamped “tooling” designs.
Of course, with the evolution of the belt buckle, comes buckle lingo.  

A “buckle set” normally consists of three pieces: a buckle, a pointed metal tip for the end of the belt, and a “keeper”, or metal loop, to tuck the remaining piece of leather through to keep it from flapping.  A “loop” is the metal wire loop on the back of the buckle that attaches to the belt.  A “hinge” is sometimes also included with the loop and allows the buckle to easily swing to the open and closed positions, and provides a flatter fit.  The “post” is the small nub, or finger, that sticks out on the back of the buckle and fits into the holes in the leather of the belt.  This allows you to size the belt to your waist.  Almost any belt that snaps shut and isn’t stitched around the buckle, can be used with your choice of buckles.   
With the growing popularity of buckles, there is no better time than now to express yourself.  Fancy buckles are worn by everyone from rodeo stars, to pop idols, from ranchers to urban cowboys.  So add a touch of personality and distinction to your wardrobe.   Don’t be shy about size, a buckle is meant to be noticed.  Mixing metals like silver and gold really catches the eye.  Other details such as crystals, stones, enamel, and shape all come in to play to determine a buckle’s personality, and ultimately yours too.
I didn’t own a Western buckle until quite recently.  I started out with a fairly demure oval, with a conservative leather tooled pattern and a silver finish.  It is nicely understated to pair with a flashy crystal belt.  Then I acquired a lovely rectangular one with filigree edges, pink enamel and pink rhinestones.  I just had to have it.  Now I’m always on the lookout for the next perfect shape.  It becomes an obsession.  Once you start collecting buckles, you won’t be able to stop!
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